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A Geocaching Adventure at Cook Park in 2013. 

COMMUNITY TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014 

Cook Park offers camping 
and summer youth programs 
BY SAM GILLETTE 
Sun Staff Writer 
sgilletterA_evesun.com 

GREENE - As spring 
weather provides sunlight 
and greenage to Chenango 
County, people can finally 
begin to have some outdoor 
fun. Cook Park, located in 
Greene, has an interesting 
line-up for campers and 
youth alike. Using lumber 
from the park, students from 
DCMO BOCES in Norwich 
have milled the lumber and 
constructed lean-tos that will 
be placed in Cook Park 
sometime this week. Doug 
Croley, Parker Manager, 
explained that these lean-tos 
can be rented and used as an 
alternative to camping in a 
RV or tent. 

Cook Park also has sum-
mer youth programs that run 
from Memorial Day week-
end through Labor Day 
weekend and start every 
Saturday. These programs 
rotate weekly and include 
geocaching, nature/4H class-
es, night hikes and various 
building projects. According 
to Croley these programs will  

be slightly different week by 
week. Each program will 
include approximately thir-
teen children and are geared 
towards youths 6-14 years of 
age. 

Parents who would like to 
register their children should 
contact the Cook Park office 
the Wednesday before the 
Saturday program. Marjorie 
Grap, who organizes the pro-
grams, said, "People should 
call the park office to pre-reg-
ister for the programs. Pre-
registration is required for the 
building projects to ensure 
we have enough materials for 
people. Programs are free of 
charge, but there is a $4 fee to 
get into the park for day use." 

Grap runs the environmen-
tal education programs at the 
park. Cornell Cooperative 
Extension's 4-H program will 
also be present one or two 
Saturdays this summer. 

V 
ww.  w. co. chenango.ny.us/par  
ks-recreation/cook-park/ for 
more information about 
camping or youth programs. 

Call (607) 656-8752 to 
register for summer youth 
programs. 1 



ONE OF THE SIX lean-tos to be ready for use this 
season at Cook Park. 

HURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2014 SUGGESTED PRICE 750 
From The Town Historian 

  

By Peg Ross, 
Town of Greene Historian 

Spring has sprung and our 
thoughts are returning to the 
good weather that is com-
ing very soon. I thought this 
would be a good time to report 
on Cook Park that is near the 
Town of Greene. It is the only 
Chenango County park and we 
are forttulate to have it nearby. 
It is rather hidden away and 
if you don't know about it, 
I'm here to tell you that it's 
waiting for you to enjoy. It 
was created for us Chenango 
County residents. 

In 1961, Chenango County 
and the Soil and Water Con-
servation District worked 
together to create something 
out of an impoundment of 180 
acres. The county paid $1 for 
the land with the stipulation 
that it would be maintained in 
perpetuity as a public access 
site. The land was cleared and 
the Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District built the pond that 
was known as Greene Pond. 
Doug Croley, the park manag-
er, told time that on the original 
drawings of the pond, there 
are no islands or humps. 

Soon after, the Greene 
Campers Club leased the prop-
erty for their group's camping 
for several years. It was still 
quite primitive camping but  

at that time, there was swim-
ming in the pond, which now 
was called Lake Lump Lump. 
Doug was mystified how those 
two isles got in the lake until 
one evening, at a bar in Ox-
ford, he met the grandson of 
the guy who dug out the pond 
with his bulldozer. His grand-
father said he had so much 
•dirt left over that he made two 
hills in the pond, which will 
forever be called Lump Lump. 
I would have that on the sign 
under Cook Park. It might 
help sell the park because it's 
so memorable. 

In the late 1960s, Chenan- 

go County began to develop 
roadways, campsites, and a 
well. The Greene Garden Club 
planted many pines and later 
BOCES students helped to 
clean out the land. The man 
who was instrumental in the 
development of the park was 
Town of Pitcher Supervisor 
Gaius M. Cook. In October 
1970, the Chenango County 
supervisors were having a tour 
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of the park when Mt. Cook 
had a heart attack and died at 
the park. It seemed fitting to 
name the park after the man 
who bad done so much to 
launch and improve it. 

It is now a very attractive 
park with many amenities and 
it's also kid-friendly. There are 
40 campsites for tents, camp-
ers and RVs. The camping 
sites have 50-, 30- or 20-amp 
electrical hook-ups, potable 
water, garbage pick-up, fire 
rings and picnic tables. The 
camping area has a bath house 
with hot showers and.a pavil-
ion for campers' use. There 
is space for kids to ride their 
bikes and a play area with a 
sandbox and swings. 

For day use, there is fishing 
for large mouth bass, pickerel, 
bullhead and sunfish from the 
shore or docks; boating of 
the 18-acre pond, but no mo-
torboats allowed; picnic area 
with tables and grills/bath-
rooms/water; hiking and bird 
watching; a pavilion with a 
large grill available for reser-
vations. There is no swimming 
now, but if the money could 
be raised to make a beach area 
and hire a lifeguard, it might 
be a possibility in the future. 

The prices are very reason-
able and the season is long. 
It's open from Memorial Day 
weekend until Columbus Day. 

I spoke with one seasonal 

camper who told me that ev-
eryone is very friendly and 
with the approximately 25 
families who stay all summer, 
they try to have a pot luck din-
ner once a month. And usu-
ally all the sites are filled most 
weekends. 

Last season, Doug Croley 
told me about the youth pro-
grams they had every week. 
He worked in conjunction 
with Margaret Grap of The 
Place in Norwich and the pro-
grams were impressive, of-
fering a different one every 
week. This year, they are go-
ing to narrow it down to the 
four most popular programs. 
He wasn't sure about the 
fourth program yet, but he said 
they would definitely be offer-
ing night hikes, movie nights 
and GPS programs where they 
had geocaches hidden all over 
the property and the kids had 
to learn how to use the GPS 
to find the treasures. I'm all 
ready to sign up for the GPS  

program. It sounds like lots of 
fun! 

Doug has two or three 
workers every summer and he 
also gets some help from the 
Headwaters Summer Youth 
Trading and Employment and 
the Youth Conservation Corps 
in Chenango County. 

Another project that will 
be ready for camping this 
year is the construction of six 
new lean-tos built bk ROCES 
building-trade students. They 
will be placed around the lake 
at different sites. 

Check this place out this 
summer. It is there for you to 
enjoy. Take your kids fishing. 
Go for a picnic, or what fun it 
would be to stay in a lean-to 
overnight. Look for the two 
lumps. Look at the prices, 
programs and their dates on 
Facebook. You can also call 
the park office at 656-8752 for 
more information. 

Cook Park/Lump Lump. I 
like it. 

FROM THE TOWN HISTORIAN 
Gaius M. Cook Memorial Parkl 

Lake Lump Lump 


